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Foreword
Multilingualism and multiculturalism continue to be two of the biggest assets of European Union. Even
though Language Literacy is an essential life skill in the 21st century for many important reasons
(professional development, cultural awareness etc.) there are still big language barriers in Europe. In
order to make EU more united in its diversity it is essential to provide opportunities to open access
language learning courses including all EU languages. Massive Open Online Language Courses, a recent
educational phenomenon of online learning, can promote linguistic diversity and language learning
breaking any European linguistic barrier.
The aim of the LangMOOCs – Language Massive Open Online Courses project is to research the
potential of MOOCS in Language Learning, to explore the pedagogical framework of Language
MOOCs, to develop a toolkit for the creation and management of Language MOOCs and OERs and
to test the use of OERs in language MOOCs in a pilot course. The project focus is to step up support
for language learning and promote multilingualism via the implementation of Massive Open Online
Courses for Language Learning.
This research report “The current state of Language Learning MOOCs worldwide” is the 2nd
intellectual output produced by the LangMOOC project team. This report presents the results of a
research that took place during the second semester of 2015 and had as overall aims to explore, classify
and evaluate the available MOOCs for Language Learning.
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Executive Summary
Europe’s multilingualism is a fundamental cultural and social value but unfortunately linguistic barriers
still exist and represent a major obstacle to the creation of a truly United Europe. Even though there
have been several European initiatives to promote multilingualism (Special Eurobarometer survey,
2012) there are still no signs that multilingualism is on increase. According to the Opal Report (2011)
the main barriers to learn a language include a lack of time, a lack of motivation and the expense of
language courses.
In order to change this reality, the European LangMOOC project envisages to support via a series of
Massive Online Open Language Courses (MOOLCs) the multilingual and multicultural European
character which is one of Europe’s landmarks. More specifically, one of the overall aims of the
LangMOOC project is to promote the learning of less spoken languages like Greek, Norwegian and
Italian. Another basic objective of the LangMOOC project is the creation of a toolkit for the creation,
management and evaluation of MOOCs and OERs for Language Learning addressed to non-academic
institutions.
This report “The current state of Language Learning MOOCs worldwide” is the 2nd intellectual output
produced by the LangMOOC project team and presents the results of a research that took place during
the second semester of 2015 and had as overall aim to explore, classify and evaluate the available
MOOCs for Language Learning.
More specifically, this report is composed by five chapters. The first one explores the topic of Massive
Open Online Language Courses and describes briefly the background research and methodology that
has inspired the LangMOOC project research. More specifically, in 2014 a research has been conducted
(Perifanou & Economides 2014; Perifanou 2014a; Perifanou, 2014b) which successfully explored and
evaluated all the MOOLC initiatives worldwide up to the end of 2014. The aim of that research was to
find a promising Massive Open Online Interactive Language Learning Environment and the basic
criteria for designing it. The evaluation of all MOOLC initiatives found has been based on the Massive
Open Online Interactive Language Learning (MOILLE) framework that proposes a list of 6 basic
criteria (a) Content; b) Pedagogy; d) Assessment c) Community e) Technical Infrastructure and f)
Financial Issues) that need to be taken under consideration for the successful design and creation of an
efficient interactive open and online language learning environment for a massive number of learners.
The first section is concluded with the analysis of the LangMOOC research aims and the new research
needs that have leaded the LangMOOC project team to repeat the research of 2014 adopting the same
implemented research methodology.
The following three chapters describe thoroughly the exploration, classification and evaluation of all the
MOOLC initiatives worldwide during the year 2015. In the third chapter there are also presented 6
representative MOOLC examples that can inspire language teachers or language and training
institutions to design and/or create successfully their own MOOLCs.
In the fourth and last chapter are briefly presented and analyzed the findings of the research as well8
as the next steps of the LangMOOC project.
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One of the major findings of this research is that there is a big increase of MOOLC initiatives during
2015 comparing to the first research findings (Perifanou & Economides, 2014) from 16 to 29 in total.
Furthermore, the number of all MOOC platforms has been doubled and in the end of 2015 we have
identified 67 MOOC platforms.
Another important research finding is that there is not one ideal MOOLC platform that can offer a
successful “Massive Open Online Interactive Language Learning Environment”. Most of the evaluated
MOOLCs are following the traditional model of xMOOCs that is based on a cognitive behavioral
pedagogical model but there are also few examples that embrace the cMOOC model (like Instreamia,
Mixxer, OpenLearning etc.).
This report aims to facilitate the work of Language teachers and Language and Training institutions
across Europe who wish to support the Open Education movement and want to design and create
successful Massive Open Online and Interactive Language Courses for all.
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I.

Introduction
1. Language MOOCs

In recent years, new technological developments have changed dramatically the way that we learn and
live. The emergence of Massive Open Online Courses is with no doubt a “phenomenon” that had a
major impact on learning and teaching processes worldwide.
According to Wikipedia (last accessed 10 January 2016, description regularly updated).
“A Massive Open Online Course is an online course aimed at unlimited participation and open
access via the web. In addition to traditional course materials such as videos, readings, and problem
sets, MOOCs provide interactive user forums that help build a community for students,
professors, and teaching assistants”.
The acronym MOOC stands for Massive Open Online Courses, representing the key elements describing
this new type of courses:
• Massive: the term “massive” refers to the number of participants taking part in MOOCs, which is
supposed to be significantly large.
Open: the term “open” refers to a course which is offered without any fees or any specific
requirements or barriers to entry.
• Online: MOOCs were created as an e-learning pattern to be accessed on the web, based on the
idea of distributed content freely accessible on the web rather than from textbooks. Later on, this
trend slightly changed, as there are now many blended MOOCs combining both face-to-face and
online modules (Jansen & Schuwer, 2015).
•

The original aim of MOOCs was to open up education and to provide free access to university level
education for as many students as possible (Yuan & Powell, 2013). That reason was enough to arouse the
interest of learners worldwide.
Embracing open education such as MOOCs and Open Educational Resources has brought also a turning
point in the field of Language Learning. Language competences and intercultural skills are more than
ever before key qualifications for every citizen nowadays in every part of the world. Massive Online
Open Language Courses (MOOLCs) can strongly support this educational need as they can give the
opportunity to massive number of learners to learn for free a language through communication in a
learning environment with no space and time limitations. This fact justifies the growing interest of
language learners for MOOLCs (Perifanou & Economides, 2014)
Two successful MOOLCs examples that show the big need for language learning since the first rising of
MOOCs are the following: One example is the case of the three language courses offered by the
platform ‘I learn’ (‘Aprendo’/UNED). Only, the students who enrolled in the English courses reached
both the number of 78.690 while 22.438 students enrolled in the “German for Spanish speakers” course
(Read & Rodrigo, 2013).
10
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The German Language MOOC that won the First Prize for the Best MOOC in the Miriada X platform is
another example (Castrillo, 2013).
The key to successful language learning lies in interaction, co-creation, community building and
networking. Web 2.0 is participatory, authentic and supports interactivity and creation of communities.
All these features make Web 2.0 an ideal environment for language learning. A considerable amount of
research that has been conducted in the last decades with regard to Computer Assisted Language
Learning and Technology Enhanced Language learning has confirmed these findings and generally the
innumerous opportunities for successful language learning.
On the other hand there is poor research with regard to Language MOOC design. More concretely, there
have been made really few research efforts (Perifanou & Economides, 2014; Texeira & Mota, 2015) to
propose efficient models for the design of successful Language MOOCs that could make best use of new
technologies supporting authentic communication, co-creation of knowledge and autonomous learning.
The pedagogical philosophy of Language MOOCs is connected ideally to the original MOOC,
connectivist MOOC (cMOOC), which was built on peer-to-peer learning, autonomy, social networking
diversity, openness, emergent knowledge, and interactivity (Mackness et al., 2010).
On the other hand x-MOOCs are based on the cognitive-behaviorist pedagogy and support a tutorcentric model and a more traditional university curriculum (Rodriguez, 2013. The main reason for this
categorization was the different pedagogical foundations of the offered MOOCs.
But which is the pedagogy that is mostly adopted by the Language MOOCs so far? Are there successful
examples of Language MOOCs? These questions will be answered in the following chapters of this
report.

11
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2. LangMOOC project: background research
The research idea of the LangMOOC project is based on the research work done by Perifanou and
Economides (2014) who were the first that have successfully mapped and evaluated all the MOOLC
initiatives available worldwide up to 2014. They have also proposed the Massive Online Massive Open
Online and Interactive Language Learning Environment (MOILLE) framework in order to evaluate all
the MOOLCs that have been explored.
The two key research questions on which the initial research was based were the following:
a) Which are the core course elements of a Massive Open Online and Interactive Language Learning
Environment (MOOILLE)?
b) “Are there many MOOLC initiatives that could provide a promising Massive Open Interactive
Language Learning Environment (MOILLE)”?
The researchers have thoroughly investigated both questions in order to give a profound scientific
answer. The research methodology that was adopted had 4 different stages
1) First, identified the basic steps for designing an efficient learning environment for MOOLCs and
proposed the MOILLE Framework.
2) Secondly, they have explored the state of all the Massive Open Online Language Courses (MOOLCs)
offered up to 2014.
3) After that they have evaluated the MOOLCs based on the MOILLE framework.
4) Finally, they have analyzed the research findings and presented useful conclusions and
recommendations.
Before the presentation of the research findings and the conclusions of this research that have inspired
the LangMOOC project and have leaded to the second phase of the research it is useful to present what
is the MOILLE framework. The researchers have categorized all the core course elements that a
MOILLE should have in the following 6 dimensions (Fig.1)
a) CONTENT: Providing authentic language resources as well as a variety of activities that could
promote all basic language skills and support cultural awareness is very important for the creation
of a MOILLE. Besides that the use of highly interactive material (multimedia) is also an
educational “ingredient” of a great value for language learning.
b) PEDAGOGY: A MOILLE should enhance active communication between all the participants
(peer-peer, student-teacher, open class community); It should facilitate collaboration (CL) and
collective intelligence through group projects, forums etc.; It should support autonomy
(Autonomous/Self-paced/Self-regulated Learning/Reflection); It should keep all the participants
engaged and motivated via interesting, playful interactive and updated activities (Playful/Game
based learning) and it should provide a big number of tutors in order to better support the
learning process of the students.
c) ASSESSMENT: The planning of the assessment process is highly important in a MOILLE. First
of all, participants’ language level should be identified via a placement test and then this
should follow a schedule for an on going multiple assessment (peer-peer, student-teacher,12
open, automated) that could better scaffold the learning process of each participant.
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Furthermore, a final assessment should be available in order to check the students’ performance.
In order to check the improvement of participants’ language skills post tests could be very useful.
In order to evaluate student’s active participation, the MOILLE should be supported by specific
metric tools (data mining, Analytics). Finally, providing the possibility for feedback via
comments, reviews etc. between peers, as well as the use of badges for completion of activities
could engage promote student’s participation.
d) COMMUNITY: The creation of a social community supported by useful tools (Social Media –
third part tools integration & other tech tools) is one of the major objectives of a MOILLE.
Building a massive & open language learning environment means that it can be connected to an
authentic audience that is really important for the development and practice of every language
skill.
e) TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE: The platform chosen for a MOILLE should have good
usability and should be able to handle huge numbers of learners. Moreover, it should provide the
right tools in order to track the platform’s performance, as well as to ensure security.
f) FINANCIAL ISSUES: Building a successful MOILLE is not easy because it needs lots of effort,
time and money. Apart from the expenses, a designer should take under consideration the level
of profit that wants to have. Charges for Course or Certification/Accreditation should be well
considered (Perifanou & Economides, 2014; Perifanou, 2014b).

Figure 1. Building a MOILLE (Perifanou, 2014b)
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The researchers proposed that each of the six dimensions should be considered carefully by instructive
designers, language teachers or developers who have interest in designing or evaluating a MOILLE. This
framework could be used as either a checklist for designers or a list of evaluation criteria. A designer can
simply check every dimension of this list in order not to forget any important element during the design
of a MOILLE. The evaluator of a MOOLC can answer to these questions: Does my MOOLC
environment have these elements in order to be interactive and efficient? If yes, in what degree (high,
medium, low, none)?
Regarding the second research question, “Are there many MOOLC initiatives that could provide a
promising Massive Open Interactive Language Learning Environment (MOILLE)”? The answer is no.
According to the first research findings from the beginning of MOOCs up to 2014 there were more than
16 MOOC platforms that have offered more than 50 free Language Learning courses. More than a half
of them were English Language MOOCs but there was also a great interest for other languages like
Arabic, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese etc. (Perifanou & Economides, 2014). There were some good
examples like SpanishMOOC (http://spanishmooc.com/) and Mixxer MOOC (http://www.languageexchanges.org/node/106803) but generally most of the MOOLCs initiatives didn't offer a highly
interactive environment where the learners are interconnected to a language learning community and
could build collectively their language skills. Most of the evaluated MOOLCs were following the
traditional model of xMOOCs that were based on a cognitive behavioral pedagogical model. The positive
aspect was that all these courses had open access, had a good infrastructure and many offered
certifications.
One of the issues that still remain open for discussion and improvement is the pedagogical aspect of
MOOLCs. Designers and educators should focus on the creation of more interactive and more
connectivist MOOLCs. Time cost for educators, language teachers’ new role, assessment, accreditation
still remain important issues that need to be addressed in future research.

3. LangMOOC project: aims and research methodology
The LangMOOC project aims to promote multilingualism and multiculturalism via the implementation
of MOOLCs. Even though there have been several European initiatives to promote multilingualism
(Special Eurobarometer Survey, 2012) there are still no signs that multilingualism is on increase.
According to the Opal Report (2011), the main barriers to learn a language include a lack of time, a lack
of motivation and the expense of language courses.
The LangMOOC project envisages to support via a series of actions the multilingual and multicultural
European character which is one of Europe’s landmarks. One of its overall aims is to promote the
learning of less spoken languages like Greek, Norwegian and Italian. Another basic objective of the
LangMOOC project is the creation of a toolkit for management and evaluation of MOOCs and OERs
for Language Learning addressed to non-academic institutions.
Based on the previous research findings, the LangMOOC project has repeated with few changes the
same research methodology described in the previous section.
14
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a) 1st stage: Exploration of all the Massive Open Online Language Courses (MOOLCs) aiming at
identifying all MOOC platforms available during 2015 with the support of concrete research tools
such as MOOC aggregators, MOOC portals etc.
b) 2nd stage: Classification of the MOOLC initiatives/platforms found according to concrete criteria
(open source platform, free access language courses etc.)
c) 3nd stage: Evaluation of 6 representative MOOLC platforms based on the MOILLE framework.
d) 4th stage: Analysis of the research findings & useful conclusions.
It’s important to mention also that the aim of the selection and evaluation of the specific 6 MOOLC
initiatives was to find the best MOOC solution for Massive Open Online Language Courses that could
be implemented by non-academic institutions such as private language schools. In the following section
each step of this research will be thoroughly presented.

II. Exploration of MOOC initiatives for Language Learning15
worldwide
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1. Mapping MOOC platforms for Language Learning: Research tools
The first step to our research was the exploration of MOOC initiatives for Language Learning
worldwide during the period of 2015. Before the presentation of each research step is good to define
what is the meaning of a MOOC platform, MOOC provider and MOOC aggregator.
A MOOC platform is a web system that offers courses and associated services to a massive number of
learners. This platform can be a single website (xMOOCs) or can be a combination of several sites or
services (cMOOCs). Comparing to traditional LMS, MOOC platforms provide extra features such as
badges, learning analytics tools, communication tools, assessment tools etc. Most of MOOCs platforms
offer additional paid services such as certification, material or tutoring.
A MOOC provider is an organization that organizes open courses under a deal with another
organization such as a university. Many times MOOC providers develop their own platforms and
address their services directly to teachers (authors) and learners.
A MOOC aggregator is a search engine for free courses where anyone can find information about all
the available MOOC courses that are offered in different websites.
In order to achieve our goal, to explore all the MOOC initiatives for Language Learning worldwide
during the period of 2015, we have used a list of MOOC aggregators and educational portals that could
help us identify the number of MOOLCs worldwide. Examples of the tools used for our research are
featured in the following table (Table.1):
MOOC
Aggregators/portals/search
engines
1.
2.

EMMA
MOOClist

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13

Coursetalk
Oeru
OpenupEd
Open Education Europa Portal
Class central
Academic Earth
Coursade.com
MOOCs.co
My education path
OpenCourseWare Consortium
MOOCSE

LINKS
http://platform.europeanmoocs.eu/
https://www.mooclist.com/initiative/opencourseworld?static=true
https://www.coursetalk.com/providers
http://oeru.org/how-it-works/
http://www.openuped.eu/
http://openeducationeuropa.eu
https://www.class-central.com/
http://academicearth.org/
http://coursade.com/
http://www.moocs.co/
http://myeducationpath.com/courses/
http://www.ocwconsortium.org/courses
http://moocse.com/

Table 1. MOOC Aggregators/portals/search engines
It is worth mentioning that the European Open Education interactive Scoreboard (Fig.2) was really
valuable to our research as we could easily identify all the existing European-provided MOOCs16
available on different open websites during the period January 2015 to December 2015. More
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concretely here are most of the tools that were used during the first stage of the LangMOOC research:
1. EMMA: The European Multiple MOOC Aggregator (EMMA) hosts a variety of courses
provided by European universities who wish to provide their courses in multiple languages. It
aims to showcase excellence in innovative teaching methodologies and learning approaches
through the large-scale piloting of MOOCs on different subjects and in different languages.
2. MOOClist: It is an aggregator (directory) of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) offered
by different providers. It is a website where you can find free online courses (MOOCs) offered
by the best universities around the world.
3. CourseTalk: It is the leading search, discovery and sharing site for learners to explore the
broadest array of online courses. It connects users not only with individual course opportunities
but also with universities, professors and other learners through student-powered reviews of
online courses and massive open online courses (MOOCS).
4. OERu: It is coordinated by the OER Foundation, an independent, not-for-profit organization,
the OERu network of institutions offers free online courses for students worldwide. The
OERu partners also provide affordable ways for learners to gain academic credit towards
qualifications from recognised institutions.
5. OpedupED: This portal of a pan-European initiative offers around 40 online courses from
several institutions and it covers a wide variety of subjects. Each partner is offering courses via
its own learning platform and at least in its home language. They are free of charge and
available in 12 different languages.
6. Open Education Europa Portal: It has been launched by the European Commission and is as
part of the Opening up Education initiative to provide a single gateway to European OER. It is
a dynamic platform built with the latest cutting-edge open-source technology, offering tools for
communicating, sharing and discussing. The portal is structured in 3 main sections and in the
FIND section anyone can find MOOCs, courses, and Open Educational Resources by leading
European institutions. Each institution is also featured in this section alongside the MOOCs,
courses, and the Open Educational Resources it provides. It also offers the European Open
Education interactive Scoreboard (Fig.2) where anyone can access all the European MOOCs
and explore them with the use of different filters (country, subject, time, institution).
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Figure 2. European Open Education interactive Scoreboard
7. Class Central: This is a free online course MOOC aggregator from top universities like
Stanford, MIT, Harvard, etc. offered via Coursera, Udacity, EdX, NovoED, and others.
8. Academic Earth: Since 2009 this portal offers a wide collection of free online college courses
from the world’s top universities.
9. Coursade.com: This is an aggregator of 9,364 online courses. It updates results by provider,
school, category, format price.
10. MOOCs.co: This is the leading online Global Directory of Massively Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) Providers developed by MOOCs University (www.MOOCsUniversity.org)
11. My education path: This is a site that helps anyone to find free or cheap online courses
(MOOCs). There is also the possibility to share comments and reviews.
12. OpenCourseWare Consortium: This is an online learning portal where anyone can search and
find the course of his/her preference. A worldwide community of hundreds of higher
education institutions and associated organizations offer hundreds online courses.
13. MOOCSE.COM (MOOC SEARCH ENGINE): This is a free online course aka MOOC
Search Engine from top universities like Stanford, MIT, Harvard, etc. offered via Coursera,
Udacity, EdX, Venture Lab, & others.
18
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2. LangMOOC project: First stage research results
The first criteria that were adopted by the researchers at this stage of the research was to find available
MOOC providers/platforms that have offered free of charge language courses to massive number of
learners.
Research has shown that there are 67 different MOOC platforms/providers in total. More concretely,
29/67 MOOC platforms/ providers have already offered a MOOLC course during 2015 or are
planning to organize a course in the beginning of 2016 while 38/67 haven’t offered any MOOLC yet.
Another interesting research finding is that the half (34/67) of the MOOC platforms are European and
that the half (15/29) of those platforms which have offered Massive Open Online Language Courses
are also European, as it is presented in the table 2.

MOOLCs platforms/providers
NAME
1.

FutureLearn

2.

Open EdX- Lagunita

COUNTRY
UK

LINK
https://www.futurelearn.com

https://www.EdX.org
https://open.EdX.org/
https://mooc.org
USA
https://www.coursera.org
GERMANY
https://iversity.org/
USA
https://www.udemy.com,
https://teach.udemy.com/?ref=teach_header
IRELAND
https://www.alison.com
USA
http://education-portal.com/
https://study.com/
AUSTRALIA
https://www.open.edu.au
https://www.class-central.com/provider/open2study
USA

3.
4.
5.

Coursera
Iversity
Udemy.com

6.
7.

Alison
Education Portal
=Study.com
Open2Study/class central

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

COURSEsites Open
Education Platform

USA
ITALY
SPAIN
SPAIN

https://www.coursesites.com/
https://openeducation.blackboard.com/home?tab_tab
_group_id=_12_1
http://www.instreamia.com/class/
http://www.language-exchanges.org/node/106803
http://oli.cmu.edu/teach-with-oli/review-our-freeopen-courses/
http://www.saylor.org/
http://www.federica.eu/mooc
http://www.miriadax.net
https://coma.uned.es/, http://openmooc.org

SPAIN

https://www.difundi.com/en, http://openmooc.org

USA

17.

Instreamia
The Mixxer
Open Initiative (OLI )
Learning
Saylor.org
Federica/EMMA
Miriadax
COMAUned,
openmooc.org
Difundi, openmooc.org

18.

ucatx.cat (EdX)

SPAIN

http://ucatx.cat/

19.

TandemMOOC

SPAIN

http://mooc.speakapps.org

13.
14.
15.
16.

USA
USA
USA

19
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(Moodle)
20.

FUN: France Université
Numérique

21.
22.

IMoox
MOOIN (Moodle)

22.
23.

Eliademy (Moodle)
MESI MOOCs (Moodle)

FINLAND
RUSSIA

24.
25.

MOOEC
OpenLearning.
com, USW
jmooc portal:
3 platforms gacco (EdX),
Open Learning Japan,
OUJ MOOC
Xuetangx, Tsinghua
University (EdX)
Riyadh-based Arabic
MOOC platform
(Moodle)
Najah National
University (Moodle)

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA

26.

27.
28.

29.

FRANCE

AUSTRIA
GRRMANY

https://www.facebook.com/TandemMOOC?ref=aymt
_homepage_panel
http://www.france-universitenumerique.fr/moocs.html
http://imoox.at
https://mooin.oncampus.de/
https://eliademy.com/catalog/languages.html
http://lms.mesi.ru
http://mooec.com
https://www.openlearning.com/
http://www.jmooc.jp/en

JAPAN

CHINA
SAUDI
ARABIA
PALESTINE

http://www.xuetangx.com/
https://www.rwaq.org

https://elc.najah.edu/node/304

Table 2. MOOLC Platforms/Providers
In the following table (Table 3.) are presented the rest of the MOOC platforms that did not offer any
language courses until the end of 2015. According to the research findings, 37/67 MOOC platforms/
providers did not offer yet any Massive Open Online Language course during 2015.

MOOC PLATFORMS/PROVIDERS – No LANG courses
NAME
Opencourseworld

COUNTRY
GERMANY

2.
3.

Openhpi
ECO iMOOC
(moodle&elgg)

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

WeMOOC
Loggiassist
ARLearn
MOOChouse
MOOC FACTORY,
EPFL
unX

GERMANY
PORTUGAL/
PAN EUROPEAN
INITIATIVE
SPAIN
GERMANY
NEDERLAND
GERMANY
SWITZERLAND

1.

9.

SPAIN,
PORTUGAL,
LATIN AMERICA

LINK
https://www.opencourseworld.de/pages/landingpage.j
sf
https://open.hpi.de/courses
http://eco.imooc.uab.pt/elgg/

http://wemooc.com/home
http://test.logiassist.de/
http://portal.ou.nl/web/arlearn
https://mooc.house/
http://moocs.epfl.ch/applications
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/themes/icts/m
4ed/unesco-mobile-learning-week2014/symposium/breakout-sessions/unx-moocs-on- 20
the-go/
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

http://www.colmenia.org/web/guest/home
https://schoo.jp/guest
www.edukart.com
http://idesweb.es/
https://openclassrooms.com/
https://novoed.com/
http://ok.unive.it/

Schoo
EduKart Open
iDESWEB
Openclassrooms
Novoed
Open Knowledge, Ca’
Foscari
EduOpen MOOC
(Moodle)

JAPAN
INDIA
SPAIN
FRANCE
USA
ITALY

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Acacia
Veduca
mooc.kennesaw
Canvas network
Sillages

ARGENTINA
USA
USA
FRANCE
USA

22.

Luxvera, Regent
University
Marginal Revolution
University platform
(MRY)
Unitettuno MOOC

USA

https://demo.eduopen.org/eduopen/catalog.php?mode
=browseallcourses
http://eduopen.org/?page_id=155
https://www.acamica.com/
http://www2.veduca.com.br/browse/certified
http://mooc.kennesaw.edu/courses/
https://www.canvas.net/
http://flot.sillages.info
http://plateforme.sillages.info/
http://luxvera.regent.edu/

USA

http://www.mruniversity.com/

ITALY

http://www.uninettunouniversity.net/en/mooc.aspx

25.

Unesp Open (Portal
Edutec)

BRAZIL

26.
27.

Crypt4you.es
University of Salford

SPAIN
UK

28.

GERMANY

37.

open Hasso Plattner
Institute (HPI) MOOCs
EWANT
EDRAAK (EdX)
Chinese MOOCs
Fort Hays State
University
Marginal Revolution
University platform
UniMOOC
World Science
University MOOCs
Institut Mines-Telécom,
(mooc.org)
Educa LAB, (mooc.org)

http://unespaberta.ead.unesp.br/
http://edutec.unesp.br/noticias-edutec-pt-br/2474unesp-aberta-oferece-curso-metodologias-paraensino-e-aprendizagem-de-arte.html
http://www.crypt4you.com/
http://www.salford.ac.uk/business-school/businessmanagement-courses/mooc-search-social-mediamarketing-international-business
https://openhpi.de/courses

38.

Neodemia

16.

23.

24.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

ITALY

CHINA
ARABIA
CHINA
HOLLAND
USA

http://www.ewant.org/MOOC/Home/Default.aspx
http://www.edraak.org/
http://www.chinesemooc.org/
http://www.fhsu.edu/
http://www.moocstudies.com/math/
http://www.mruniversity.com/

SPAIN
USA

http://unimooc.com/
http://www.worldscienceu.com

FRANCE

https://www.mines-telecom.fr/formation/les-mooc/

SPAIN

http://mooc.educalab.es/

FRANCE

http://neodemia.com

Table 3. MOOC Platforms/Providers (No Language courses)
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Comparing to the first research findings (Perifanou & Economides, 2014) there is a positive increase of
MOOLC initiatives during 2015 from 16 to 29 in total.
It is also important to mention that in our research we have tried to include all original MOOC
platforms used by different institutions, but also university providers which are used as MOOC
aggregators such as the MOOC hub of the universities of Catalonia UCATx or the Italian Learning
Network EduOpenLms.
On the other hand, platforms like Wiziq (www.wiziq.com) and Apnacourse
(https://www.apnacourse.com/allcourses/Language) were excluded because were not free of charge
and other platforms didn’t provide evidence that could support a massive number of students i.e.
Labspace (UK) (http://labspace.open.ac.uk/), OpenLearn (UK) (http://www.open.edu/openlearn/),
METU OpenCourseware (http://ocw.metu.edu.tr), Open Yale courses http://oyc.yale.edu/courses).
Furthermore, some providers offered only Open Educational Recourses and not MOOLCs i.e.
CONEXIONS (http://cnx.org/), etc.

III. Classification of the current MOOLC initiatives
1. Classification of data
In the following stage of the research, the 29 MOOLC platforms have been classified in a table
(Table.4) which provided the following information: a) name of the MOOC platform/provider b) open
source platform or possibility to create your course for free d) target languages of the courses offered c)
pedagogy basics (cMOOCs or xMOOCs) and e) possibility of any type of accreditation.

MOOC
Platform/Provider,
Info, opensource

Free-Open
source
platform/
Possibility to
create courses
individually

Languages

Pedagogy
(xMOOC
#cMOOC)

Accreditation

xMOOC
(cMOOC
features in
some cases)
Fix term
courses
xMOOC
Fix term
courses

YES (not free)

xMOOC
Fix term
courses

YES (not free)

1.

FutureLearn (Open
University, UK)

NO/
NO (paid option
for institutions)

EN, CATALAN,
DUTCH
40+ free
language/culture
courses

2.

EdXLagunita/Stanford,
MIT & Harvard
universities, USA
(openEdX,mooc.org)
Coursera,
Stanford University

YES/YES
(mooc.orginstructor option)

EN, CH, SP, IT,
FR, PT, TUR
250+ free
language/culture
courses
EN, CH, GE,
PT/BR
5+ free

3.

NO/NO

YES (not free)
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4.

Iversity (e-learning
provider)

NO/NO

5.

Udemy.com (elearning provider)

NO/YES

6.

Alison (e-learning
provider)

NO/YES

7.

Education Portal
=Study.com (by tech
company)

8.

Open2Study/class
central,
Open Universities
Australia (OUA)
COURSEsites/ Open
Education Platform (by
Blackboard)

9.

NO/
NO (Only
contracted
teachers hired to
create lessons)
YES/NO (only
canvas)

YES/NO (free to
universities,
schools & prof.
organizations for
MOOC
initiatives)
NO/YES (paid
option)

10.

Instreamia,
Tech company

11.

The Mixxer,
web service by
Dickinson College

12.

Open Initiative (OLI)
Learning, Carnegie
Mellon University

NO/YES

13.

Saylor.org,
non profit company for

NO/NO

NO/YES
(educators can
freely pair the
students with
another class–
Skype)

language/culture
courses
SP
1 free language/
culture course
EN,
IT,RU,GE,JP,BR,
SP, CH, AR,
HE,MN,FI, NOR
59+ free language/
culture courses
EN,FR,GE,
SP,IRL,AR,
SWE,CH
30+ free language/
culture courses
EN, SP
8 free
language/culture
courses
CH
1 free
language/culture
course
EN
1 free
language/culture
course.
SP, IT
4 free
language/culture
course
EN, SP, FR, GE,
CH
5 free
language/culture
courses

EN, SP, FR, AR,
CH
6 free
language/culture
courses
EN
6 free

xMOOC
Fix term
courses
xMOOCs
self paced
courses

xMOOCs
self paced
courses

xMOOCs
self paced
courses

YES (not free)

YES (free
certification for
free courses)

YES (free)

YES (free)

xMOOCs
Self paced
courses

YES (free)

xMOOCs
Fix term
courses and
self paced
after the end
of the course
cMOOCs
Self paced
courses

YES (free)

cMOOCs
Students can
find a partner
individually
(self paced),
or teachers can
pair their
students with
an entire class
(fix-term)
xMOOCs
Fix term and
self paced
courses

NO (only
exchange
confirmation)

xMOOCs
Fix term

YES (free)

NO (gradebook or
certifications are
given if teacher
decides that)
YES
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open education

language/culture
courses
IT
1 free
language/culture
course

14.

Federica/EMMA,
Università degli Studi
di Napoli Federico II!

NO/NO
(Institutions can
apply to organize
their MOOCs)

15.

Miriadax, Telefonica &
Banco Santader

16.

Difundi
(openmooc.org)

YES/YES (only
for instructors
from universia
network)
YES/YES (free to
publish a course)

SP/PT
4 free
language/culture
courses
EN, SP

UNEDCOMA,
University of Distance
Learning in Spain
UNED (openmooc.org)

YES/NO

EN
2 free
language/culture
courses

17.

FUN: France
Université Numérique,
(EdX),
French institutions of
higher education

YES/NO

EN, FR
3 free language/
culture courses

18.

iMoox
University of Graz &
Graz University of
Technology

YES/NO

EN (GE)
1 free language/
culture course

19.

TandemMOOC, Open
University of Cataluña
UOC (Moodle)

YES/NO

SP (EN)
2 free language/
culture courses

20.

MESI MOOCs
University of Moscow
(Moodle)

YES/NO

RU (EN)
2 free language/
culture courses

21.

jmooc portal:
3 platforms gacco,
Open Learning Japan,
OUJ MOOC,
Japan Open Online
Education Promotion
Council

NO (Except
gacco/EdX)/NO

JP (EN)
1 free
language/culture
course

xMOOCs
Fix term
course and self
paced after
course
(cMOOC
features like
blog)
xMOOCs
Self paced
courses

YES (upon
request to course
organisers)

xMOOCs
Fix term
courses (no
enrollment or
use after the
end)

YES

xMOOCs
Fix term
courses (no
enrollment or
use after the
end)
xMOOCs
Fix term
courses (no
enrollment or
use after the
end)
cMOOCs
Fix term
courses (no
enrollment or
use after the
end)
xMOOCs
Fix term
courses

NO (possibility
for certification
and issuance of a
diploma in future)

xMOOCs
Fix term
courses

YES

YES

YES

YES (only for
students of Graz
University)

YES

YES
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22.

MOOEC,
not-for-profit
International Education
Services Ltd

NO/NO

EN
2 language/culture
courses, 10
+lessons

xMOOCs
Self paced
courses

NO

23.

Eliademy (Moodle)

YES/ YES

EN,FR,GE,
FR,PT,NO,
FI,GR,IT,SP,RU,
MAN,CH,JP,HI,A
R,KO,TUR
370 language/
culture courses

xMOOCs
Self paced
courses with
cMOOC
features in
some cases

YES

24.

MOOIN (Moodle)

YES/NO

GE
1 language/
culture course
organized for 2016

NO

OpenLearning,
University of South
Wales

NO/YES

ucatx.cat (EdX)

YES/NO

EN, CH, FI, MA,
FRISIAN, MAL
10 language/
culture courses
SP/EN
2 language/
culture courses

Xuetangx, Tsinghua
University (EdX)

YES/NO

Riyadh-based Arabic
MOOC platform
(Moodle)

YES/NO

xMOOCs
Self paced
courses with
cMOOC
features in
some cases
cMOOCs
philosophy,
Self paced
courses
xMOOC &
cMOOC
(different
providers)
xMOOCs
Fix term
courses
xMOOCs
Fix term
courses

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Najah National
University (Moodle)

YES/NO

CH
2 language/
culture courses
AR
1 language/
culture course
organized for 2016
EN
1 language/
culture course
organized for 2016

xMOOCs
Fix term
courses with
cMOOC
features

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Table 4. MOOLCs worldwide classification

2. Analyzing data and Research Findings
According to the research data, there is a big variety of all MOOC platforms (18 and more) that are or
use free and open source software. Many of those also give the opportunity to instructors to create
their own MOOCs (with the possibility to add payment for their services) or to organisations to build
their own MOOCs. More specifically:
25
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community. More concretely, Open EdX is an open source, modern and flexible platform for
creating and hosting MOOCs, as well as smaller classes and training courses. It’s a result of a
collaboration between Stanford, MIT, and Google. This platform does not include advanced
functionality like gamification but includes progress tracking, a built in discussion wiki, and
detailed reports as well as the Open EdX Studio which lets you create courses and content
(Medved, 2015). It can also host maximum 300.000 learners per course. It is important to
mention that even though it’s a free open source platform, investment will need to be made in
both installation and some maintenance MOOC platforms (Swope, 2014) that have used the
Open EdX LMS are the following:
1. the ucatx MOOC platform by the universities of Catalonia;
2. the Japanese gacco MOOC platform;
3. the French MOOC platform FUN;
4. the Arab Edraak platform that is an initiative of the Queen Rania Foundation (QRF);
5. the Chinese xuetang(x);
6. the Neodemia is the first French company that offered corporate MOOC (Massive
Open Online Courses) as well as SPOC (Small Private Online Courses, internal
MOOC);
Many institutions/universities worldwide are also offering their courses using the central EdX
platform like the Spanish upv(x) etc.
b. Moodle open source LMSs (https://moodle.org/): Moodle is the most known free open source
full-featured and customizable LMS that it’s constantly being upgraded and developed. The
platform offers more than EdX in terms of educational tools, analytics and SCORM compliance.
It includes a variety of functionalities such as progress tracking, support for multimedia classes,
student dashboards, mobile friendly themes, support for third party plugins and add-ons and the
ability to sell courses using PayPal. The only problem is that it can host maximum 10.000 learners
per course. MOOC platforms that are build on MOODLE are:
1. Eliademy by CBTEC (https://eliademy.com/catalog/languages.html): Finnish cloud based
MOOC platform that offers more than 370 language courses and gives the opportunity to
instructors to create their own online classroom in 3 steps.
2. MESI MOOCs by the University of Moscow (http://lms.mesi.ru): it offers 2 courses for
Russian Language.
3. Najah National University of Palestine
(https://www.opencourseworld.de/pages/landingpage.jsf): The first MOOC initiative of
Pakistan.
4. Riyadh-based Arabic MOOC platform (https://www.rwaq.org): The first MOOC initiative
of Saudi Arabia.
5. MOOIN platform (https://mooin.oncampus.de): It was created in 2014 specifically for the
HanseMOOC project (https://www.hanse-mooc.de) and has just organized its first language
course for 2016 addressed to Syrian learners who wish to learn German
(https://mooin.oncampus.de/mod/page/view.php?id=1909)
6. iMOOC (http://eco.imooc.uab.pt/elgg/cursos): It was created by the Open University of
Portugal for the ECO European project and uses the Moodle with Elgg platform in
combination using the IMS specification for LTI (Learning tools Interoperability).
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7. Tandem MOOC (http://moodle.speakapps.org/): It is a new approach to LMOOC course
and task design because learners practice the Spanish and English speaking skills in tandem
using the Speakapp tools at the Moodle Speakapps platform.
8. EduOpenLMS (http://eduopen.org/?page_id=155): It is the Italian Learning Network of
MOOCs
platform
that
was
created
by
the
Eduopen
Project.
htps://demo.eduopen.org/eduopen/catalog.php?mode=browseallcourses).
c. OpenMOOC (http://openmooc.org): It is an open source platform (Apache license 2.0) that
implements a fully open MOOC solution and it is used by UNED COMA
(https://coma.uned.es/) and by Difundi (https://www.difundi.com) that they offer free and paid
MOOC language courses as well as by INTEF – educaLab (https://mooc.educalab.es/) and
the Institut Mines-Télécom (https://www.mines-telecom.fr/formation/les-mooc/) that do not
offer any language courses yet.
d. Wemooc by Telefonica and Banco Santander (http://wemooc.com/home): Wemooc is a
platform released under an Open Source licence (LGPL) so you may download it and adapt it
to your needs. Since it's based on LifeRay, it allows for an easy integration with other
components. This free software is used by MiriadaX that has offered 4 free language courses in
2015.
e. Google Course Builder (https://www.google.com/edu/openonline/index.html): This is an
open source online education platform created by Google in 2013 that offers rich features
and has been used successfully for the creation of the Spanish unimooc platform
(http://unimooc.com/como-funciona/).
Having explored the research question “which are the MOOC platforms that individual instructors or
organisations (for profit or not) could use in order to create easily MOOCs” we came to the conclusion
that there are several options such as cloud based MOOCs, open source LMS that could be used for
this purpose. Here are few examples:
a) mooc.org by EdX (instructor’s option);
b) Difundi (instructor’s option);
c) Udemy (free-to-use course design tools to create your own online course, there is no monthly
fee so you can teach your course for free from their website but Udemy takes 50% of your
course sales);
d) Open Learning Initiative (OLI) http://oli.cmu.edu/teach-with-oli/get-started/
e) The Mixxer (educators can freely pair the students with another class–Skype);
f) Instreamia (it offers a free course in order to learn how to create your Instreamia course
http://ltmooc.com/creating-an-instreamia-course);
g) Coursesites/Open Education by Blackboard (gives the possibility to individual instructors to
create up to 5 websites and to institutions unlimited space as well as the opportunity to publish
your entire course or course content as an Open Education Resources);
h) Alison (Anyone can publish a course as long as he/she owns the intellectual property rights
to the content or has the ability to create high-quality educational courses);
l) Eliademy (you can create your course in 3 steps);
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m) OpenLearning (it enables anyone, anywhere to create the perfect MOOC and get students
really involved in the course for free and with no advanced tech skills).
18/29 MOOLC initiatives have offered language courses of 20+ different languages. Most of them
(21/29) were courses for English language but there was a big interest in other languages too such as
12/29 Spanish courses, 12/29 Chinese/Mandarin courses, 6/29 French, 5/29 Italian, German, and
Arabic, 4/29 Portuguese, 3/29 Japanese, Russian, Turkish and Finnish, 2/29 Brazilian, 1 Norwegian
Catalan, Greek, Dutch, Swedish, Irish, Korean, Frisian, Hindi and Malaysian. Almost all of them
(24/29)) offer accreditation (certifications, badges or/and ECTS credits) after the completion of
70%/80% of the total language course in most cases.
There are also few examples (3/29) of MOOCs that support Connectivism via their features and their
activities such as the courses offered by Mixxer, Instreamia, OpenLearning and TandemMOOC.
Moreover, there are some platforms which have only few cMOOCs characteristics such as the EMMA
platform which offers a blog opportunity to each user.

.
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IV. Evaluation of representative MOOLC initiatives based on
MOILLE framework
1. Key Evaluation Criteria
The next research step was to evaluate analytically few of the MOOLC platforms using the
MOILLE framework that was briefly described in the first section (12-15pag.), in order to
find few representative examples of efficient Massive Online Open Interactive Language
Learning Environments. More concretely, the first choice was to find a platform that had
many of the following features:
- easy to create a course (as individual instructor or as non-academic institutions);
- open source software;
- easy to customize the platform (third party integration tools) based on the needs of
the learners
- variety of tech functionalities that can support collaboration, communication,
authentic and autonomous learning and can generally support cMOOC pedagogy;
- example of activities that support autonomous, personalized, collaborative and
contextualized learning and playful activities that can motivate learners via game
based learning;
- possibility to publish the course as OER or integrate OERs;
- multiple assessment tools (tools that support computer based assessment, teacher
based assessment, automated p2p assessment engine, automated award systems
(badges, karma), visualization of the learning progress (data mining, analytics) and
promote peer to peer, student to teacher, group to group, student to “open
communities” assessment during the whole learning progress);
- accreditation tools (certification, ECTS, etc.);
- mobility/ubiquity: (platform that supports a variety of mobile devices such as
tablets, mobile phones etc.);
- high security (quality supervision, identification system, copyright licenses, etc.);
- good usability (easy to use and navigate, offer personal dashboard etc.);
- low costs (costs for operating and developing the platform, additional services like
examinations, certifications, individual supervision or extra learning material may
be charged).
After a first evaluation of the all the MOOC platforms we have selected the following 7
MOOC platforms that had some of the characteristics that we were searching for.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

The

open.EdX
OpenLearning
Instreamia
The Mixxer
TandemMOOC
UNED
Eliademy

next step of our research was the profound evaluation and analysis of each MOOC
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platform selected based on the 6 criteria of the MOILLE framework. In fact we have
produced a series of questions and evaluation forms that could help us evaluate each
MOOC platform in an efficient way.
The following questions (Table 5.) can be used as a guide by MOOC developers, designers,
teachers who aim to create their own MOOC platform/course or aim to evaluate a MOOC
platform that would like to use for their courses. More specifically, according to the 6 key
criteria of the MOILLE framework we can address the following questions:
1) CONTENT:
Does the MOOC platform/course:
Q1. support the use and creation of authentic language resources?
Q2. allow user generated content and OERs integration/production?
Q3. support textual and highly interactive (multimedia) material ?
Q4. support variety of activities (individual, group, networked) with clear goals that
that could promote all basic language skills and cultural awareness?
2) PEDAGOGY:
Does the MOOC platform/course:
Q1. support (tech/pedagogically) different types of communication (peer-peer,
student-teacher, group to group, open community-natives)?
Q2. promote collaboration (CL) and collective intelligence (group projects, forums
etc.)/
Q3. support autonomous and personalized learning activities (Autonomous/ Self
Paced/Self Regulated/Personal Skills based/Reflective Learning)?
Q4. increase motivation and engagement via interesting, playful, interactive and often
updated activities (Playful/Game based learning)?
Q5. provide teachers’ support during the learning process (number of teachers)?
3) ASSESSMENT:
Does the MOOC platform/course:
Q1. support multiple levels of assessment (peer-peer, student-teacher, open,
automated) during the whole learning process? (Pre/Ongoing/Final Assessment)
Q2. support “open” ongoing assessment actions such as comments, reviews, “likes”,
share in SM, or an award automated system for badges and Karma?
Q3. support visualization of the learning progress (evidence-based improvement
with data mining, Analytics)?
4) COMMUNICATION
Does the MOOC platform/course:
Q1. offer Social Community building features (Social Media, Forums, My personal
network, third part tools integration & other tech tools etc.) that can ensure
Massiveness & Openness?
Q2. promote communication with native speakers?
5) TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:
Does the MOOC platform/course:
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Q1. provide tech infrastructure for asynchronous (private messaging, email etc.) and
synchronous (chat, video conference etc.) communication
Q2. support technically OERs integration/production?
Q3. support interoperability with other devices (tablet, mobile)? support SM-SN
integration (blog, wiki, etc.)?
Q4. have a good technical performance with massive number of participants?
Q5. provide a high Security System in many levels (identification system, clear
copyright rights for intellectual ownership & usage, payment system for
concrete services such as certification, ECTS etc.)?
Q6. offer good usability /Personal Dashboard (bookmarking, notes, friends,
messages, my SM, my content, my grades etc.)?
Q7. support technologically a multi level assessment/award system (peer to peer,
automated self evaluation, badges, karma, Analytics etc.)?
6) FINANCIAL ISSUES:
Does the MOOC platform:
Q1. have low costs for its development, implementation and maintenance?
Q2. support Certification/ Accreditation solutions or extra services at low cost?
Q3. have potentially chances to lead to a successful business plan?
Table 5. MOILLE based Questionnaire
In order to collect the research data for the evaluation of the selected MOOC platforms we
have used the MOILLE Evaluation Form (Table.6) that is based on the MOILLE
Questionnaire and has been also used in the first phase of the research for the same
research aims (Perifanou & Economides, 2014). In the Annex of this report there are
attached all the completed MOILLE Evaluation Forms of the evaluated MOOC platforms
(48 pag.). The evaluation process is based on the 6 MOILLE criteria and 4 different rating
scales

EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME
DIMENSIONS

1

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

NONE

COM
MENTS

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content
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Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural awareness.
2

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL) (group
projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy (Autonomous/
Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation
Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors

3

ASSESSMENT
Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, group to
group, open, automated)
Final Assessment
Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)

4

COMMUNITY
Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third party tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that can
ensure Massiveness &
Openness
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5

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production of
OERs
Interoperability with other
devices
Performance of the
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
Dashboard (bookmarking,
notes, friends, messages,
my SM, my content, my
grades etc.)
Multi level assessment/
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges, karma,
Analytics etc.)?

6

FINANCIAL ISSUES
Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan
Table 6. MOILLE Evaluation Form

In the following sections are presented the evaluation results of the selected platforms:
EdX, OpenLearning, Instreamia, The Mixxer, TandemMOOC, UNED, Difundi and
Eliademy. Based on the 6 criteria of the MOILLE framework we have evaluated each
MOOC platform. In order to have a clear idea about the platform we have also chosen to
evaluate a Spanish course of elementary level (A1-A2) offered by each platform.
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2. EdX MOOC platform
We have started our evaluation from the EdX MOOC provider (https://www.EdX.org/), a
nonprofit organization that runs on open-source software and was created by MIT and
Harvard University in 2012. We have also chosen to evaluate the Spanish course of
elementary level (A1-A2) intitled “Learn Spanish: Basic Spanish for English Speakers”
(https://www.EdX.org/course/learn-spanish-basic-spanish-english-upvalenciax-bsp101x)
offered by the University Polytechnic of Valencia. This is a 16-week Spanish language
course that aimed at students who would like to learn conversational Spanish starting with
Spanish basics. The course introduces everyday language and includes activities to practice
all four language skills: reading comprehension, writing, listening comprehension and
speaking.
EdX is an open source MOOC platform that offers a variety of tools as it was explained
before but it still needs to spend more money for installation and maintenance. More
specifically, as far as the pedagogy is concerned, the courses usually adopt an xMOOC
model that embraces mostly the “philosophy of behaviorism” but they still have many
characteristics of the cMOOC model. More concretely, in the evaluated course we have
identified the following features:
• self paced course with the support of 4 instructors;
• clear description of course’s syllabus: structure, goals, prerequisites, length, effort,
grading and academic policy;
• area for courses updates and info;
• variety of activities and grammar support (quizzes, live courses hangoutspresentation of yourself via text, or with live video and audio);
• updated content: A dictionary (1), a glossary and a compilation of external resources
that can help you learn Spanish (external links: videos, series, writing/oral
exchanges, text, exercises, music, apps, other didactic methods);
• community features: Discussion forum sort by date, vote or comments, search by
comment, subject, bookmark discussion (follow), add vote or report, receive
updates;
• good security system (fill a form with personal data, common creative commons
licenses for most materials);
• Accreditation certification (40 dollars) after success at final exams.

PROs
ü Good review system of the course (rating & comments) for the content, the
instructor, the provider & SM to share the course;
ü Possibility to bookmark content;
ü Video transcription;
ü Possibility of user generated content at wiki space;
ü Visualization of learner’s progress (progress report of the performance tests and a
final achievement test);
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ü Well optimized level of difficulty;
ü Teachers can use for free the platform as it is open source but there are still
expenses for installation and maintenance;
ü Possibility to signup with SM (FB, Google+ etc.);
ü Poll & Survey tool;
ü Randomized content blocks (Course teams have the possibility to create and
maintain libraries of components separately from courses).
ü Interoperability with mobile devices
CONs
ü Lack of community building features (friendships, networking, peer to peer
communication);
ü Rare communication with native speakers (only during the hangouts);
ü Lack of personal dashboard;
ü Lack of basic group activities (Apart of rare hangouts);
ü Lack of drag and drop support in touch devices, which is a known problem of the
EdX platform;
ü Lack of multiple level assessment (pre-test, peer to peer, learner teacher, group to
group, by open community, no badges, kudos or karma etc.). It is supported only
the form of feedback at discussion forum;
ü Lack of the possibility to create OERs.

3. MOOC platform OpenLearning
The second platform that we have selected to evaluate is the OpenLearning platform
(https://www.openlearning.com/) that was launched in 2013 by for-profit educational
technology company based in Australia and has collaborated with the University of New
South Wales Australia and Taylor's University. In 2015 OpenLearning has been selected as
the
official
MOOC
platform
for
Malaysia’s
20
public
universities.
(http://www.australiaunlimited.com/technology/the-business-of-distance-education) This
platform uses a cloud-based software and allows teachers, institutions or private companies
to deliver their own courses available online (private or public, for free or with fees) in a
very simple way with no need of technical skills. As a course creator you pay nothing unless
you charge for your classes (10% of the course fees).
The “OpenLearning philosophy” borrows from constructivist teaching methods (e.g.
Dewey,
Piaget,
Vygotsky)
and
it
is
based
on
three
pillars
(https://www.openlearning.com/Pedagogy):
o Student empowerment to foster deeper learning through intrinsic
motivation;
o Authentic and active learning experiences which go beyond publishing
content;
o Community and connectedness, to provide a social platform with the best
support, encouragement knowledge sharing, and engagement.

In order to further explore and evaluate the platform we have enrolled in the A1-A2 level
course
“Español
con
Maestra
Hazel”,
Taylor's
University.35
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(https://www.openlearning.com/courses/spanish1). This a self paced course of 19
lessons/activities that can be completed in 5 months. This online language learning
environment gives you the sense of an interactive learning community as it provides a set of
useful tools.
There are many good features that show that this language learning environment adopts in
a way the cMOOC model. This platform has many good features but there are still few
missing characteristics.
•
•
•
•
•
•

support of 6 instructors;
clear description of course’s syllabus: structure, goals, prerequisites, length;
possibility to create a variety of interactive multimedia activities as well as grammar
input (quizzes, video, auto-recording, blogging);
public course blog created by the teacher in in order to share info, material and
support the community;
good security system (fill a form with personal data, common creative commons
licenses for most materials);
Accreditation certification (40 dollars) after success at final exams.

PROs
ü personal dashboard (photo, about, recent activity, personal blog, favorites, my
courses, chat with all courses/history, communities, kudos for comments or
pages);
ü Strong community features: Possibility to create groups, to participate in several
groups, participation in a public forum (sort by date, FB like, comments,
subscribe/follow discussion), chatting option with the curse community and
practice space for communication with peers;
ü Interesting review system of the course (kudos, FB likes & comments) for the
peers work via “gallery” (The gallery enables you to view, comment and vote on
the submissions of other students in the course) course content, the instructor, the
provider & SM to share the course;
ü Possibility to add tags (discussion, pages et.);
ü Possibility to bookmark activities;
ü Possibility for users to generate/share multimedia content (blog);
ü Visualization of learner’s progress (profile page, blog, activities status with marks
and comments from the teacher, course comments by/to you, total kudos, tests)
ü Possibility to signup with SM (FB, Google+ etc.);
ü Possibility to change your account settings (privacy, blog, chat, photo);
ü Possibility to join the SM class communities (FB, Twitter);

CONs
ü
ü
ü
ü

lack of video transcription;
lack of well optimized level of difficulty
lack of grading policy
no possibility of creating OERs
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ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

unclear if there is interoperability with other mobile devices
lack of communication with natives
few game based learning activities
no pre tests /no final assessment #possibility for ongoing feedback
no clear info about intellectual copyrights

Even though the platform offered many possibilities for collaborative learning the course
participants didn't show collaboration and interaction. There was also a big lack of group
activities and the content was not very rich and authentic.

4. MOOC platform Instreamia
The third MOOC platform that we have evaluated is Instreamia. This is an adaptive
learning platform that has been developed in 2013 by the Rapp brothers, 2 language
teachers from New York. They have created their start up company with focus entirely on
Language Learning. Instreamia offers an adaptive learning system that personalizes
feedback and content sequencing and offers 3 Spanish courses, 1 Italian and 2 courses for
language teachers who wish to create their own course. There is also a list of MOOLCs
created by other teachers in LMOOC course with a big variety of language courses
(https://www.instreamia.com/class/). We have evaluated the Elementary course Spanish
Basics I. Instreamia offers in total 12 weeks of 3 Spanish courses (72 hours).
Instreamia’s pedagogical philosophy is based on 4 basic pillars:
1. Authentic content (natural speech in videos and articles)
2. Learning in collaboration (CL) with the teacher’s and peers’ support
3. Adaptive/personalised Learning: advanced spaced repetition system that optimizes
review and retention of new vocabulary and structures.
4. Authentic communication: extensive set of social networking options for real
interaction (using Google Groups and Google Hangouts with groups of 10).
More concretely we have identified the following interesting features:
•
•
•

syllabus is structured by a list of content based activities;
personal profile (interests, learning goals, country, photo);
certification is available for free;

PROS:
ü clear example of a platform that adopts a cMOOC pedagogy;
ü building a personal community (add friends,) and personal learning environment
(content you like and have chosen and more);
ü visualization of daily learning progress based on different language skills (progress
drills) and progress report that presents all activities (assignments and rates);
ü authentic interaction with peers via Social Networks such as Google Hangouts;
ü personalized language learning process via the free choice of the type of activities
you prefer
ü peer feedback during the learning process (add a question on every step of an
activity and get an
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ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

answer by peers or the teacher);
transcription of the video and interaction with the content (exercises, questions);
a big variety of content: authentic interactive videos and articles, flash cards, open
ended assignments, grammar instruction;
free choice to create your personalized course using a rich library (entertainment
based content, instructional, music videos, children’s’ videos etc.);
assessment of the content/ assignments, pre-post test;
bookmark content/activities to do;
search engine;
interoperability with other devices;
game-like exercises (with countdowns / stars / hearts);

CONS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

group activities: not clear;
no collaborative game based learning activities;
no clear info about intellectual copyrights;
no use or production of OERs.
Certification not offered in all courses

5. MOOC platform The Mixxer
The fourth MOOC platform that we have evaluated is the Mixxer. This platform is a free
educational social networking site created by Todd Bryant and Akiko Meguro and hosted
by Dickinson College. Its aim is to support language learners and teachers to find a
language exchange via the free voice over IP phone program Skype. Students can create
their profile, add native and target language that they want to practice and they can find a
partner individually. Once they have found a potential partner, they then send a message
proposing times to meet and eventually communicate via Skype. The usual arrangement is
to meet for an hour with each person spending 30 minutes in their native language and 30
minutes in their target language. Teachers can also pair their students with an entire class.
In addition, they can also organize “events” where native speakers are invited to contact
students
in
their
class
via
Skype
at
a
specific
time.
(http://www.everydaylanguagelearner.com/2011/03/31/the-mixxer/)
In order to better evaluate this platform we have enrolled in the course “English MOOC:
Open Course for Spanish Speakers Learning English” (http://www.languageexchanges.org/es/node/106803). This is a MOOLC for any native Spanish speaker looking
to improve English language and vice versa but with focus on language exchange via Skype.
The Mixxer platform offers useful functionalities such as:
•
•
•
•
•

personal profile;
messaging system;
friend request s (suggest profiles);
blogs;
content collection in 5 languages.
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PROS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

cMOOC pedagogy oriented;
authentic oral communication with native speakers;
space for writing practice (ad hoc/in collaboration);
award system for helping others (points);
bookmarking content, discussions;
personal dashboard (profile, bookmarks, relationships, points, sign up for matching
a peer).

CONS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Since there is no end to the course, there will not be a certificate;
no collaborative game based learning activities;
no clear info about intellectual copyrights;
no use or production of OERs;
game-like exercises (with countdowns / stars / hearts);
no multiple level assessment;
no rich authentic content.

6. MOOC platform UNED COMA
The fourth MOOC platform that we have evaluated is the UNED COMA
(https://coma.uned.es/). This platform has been created by the National University of
Distance Education of Spain (Madrid) and it is based on the 100% open source platform
OpenMOOC. This software is free under the Apache 2.0 license and implements a fully
open MOOC solution.
UNED COMA offers a variety of language courses of different levels. The pedagogical
philosophy behind these courses is mostly connected to xMOOC pedagogy but it has also
many cMOOC features.
In order to evaluate better the platform we have enrolled in the Spanish elementary course
(B1) course entitled “Spanish online ELE-UNED”.
Basic functionalities:
• Video integration with documents and teacher’s remarks;
• Extremely simple course creation interface;
• Self assessment progress;
• Social discussion forum;
• Follow up own/others’ questions;
• No need to stream videos from a local platform (uses YouTube);
• WYSIWYG interface for creation of questions;
• Medals (badges) for assessing your social behavior in the forum;
• Federation of identities based on standard (SAML2).
PROS
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ü interoperability with other devices;
ü game-like exercises (with countdowns / stars / hearts); self paced course with the
support of many instructors;
ü clear description of course’s syllabus: structure, goals, prerequisites, length, effort,
grading and academic policy;
ü Useful user dashboard (profile overview/personal network/ visualization of
karma/followed questions/activity track;
ü Motivation during the whole learning process (because of gamification) to do
several activities besides the self paced modules: peer review, participation in the
open discussion, do tagging, complete all the activities;
ü Gamification/Accreditation: the learner earns a) a variety of badges: 3 levels of
badges (gold, silver, bronze) 35 in total, b) votes to give/collect for questions at the
forum, c) karmas d) a certification or ECTs upon request if the final exams’ score is
more than 80%;
ü Search discussion/content (via tags, dates, and more);
ü Variety of activities and extra useful material;
ü Short videos (2-4 minutes);
ü Small questionnaire to ensure understanding after each video;
ü Community building feature (networking by following each other);
ü Support OER’s philosophy and most of its content is OER.
CONS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

No collaborative game based learning activities;
No clear info about intellectual copyrights;
No user generated content and production of OERs from the users’ part;
No rich authentic content;
No communication with native speakers (no hangouts or other Synchronous
Communication activities).

7. MOOC platform Eliademy
The 6th and last MOOC platform that we have selected for evaluation is the Finnish
platform Eliademy. Eliademy is a part of Digile (http://digile.fi/fi/), Finland's initiative
launched in order to create new disruptive digital service in the area of education. More
specifically, this cloud based MOOC platform has been created in 2013 by CBTec and it is
based on Moodle, Twitter Bootstrap and other open source technologies. It is also available
in 32 languages and can be fully mobile (tablet, mobiles etc.). What is also worth
mentioning is that this platform already offers more than 370 language courses (almost all
of them for free) in more than 15 languages as it is really simple for language teachers to
create their own courses (for free but if they charge them they give 30% payment of the
revenue to Eliademy) in 3 steps (unlimited number of courses and space). There is also the
possibility of premium account (free only for nonprofits, public academic institutions and
student projects) that offers many more features for private courses.
In order to evaluate better this platform we have chosen to enroll in an Elementary (A1A2) Spanish language course: “Aprendizaje del Español. Ortografía. Gramática”40
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(https://eliademy.com/catalog/aprendiendo-espa-ol-ortografia-b-v.html). A self paced
course that adopts the xMOOC educational philosophy and offers few cMOOCs features.
Here are few basic platform’s functionalities:
ü Simple Course Editor
ü Easy signup with SM personal accounts.
ü Course completion certificates for free (printed high quality version)
ü Supports all multimedia formats
ü Possibility to share content via SM
ü Possibility to create rich multimedia content (many tools are used in the Spanish
course like tinytap and thinglink)
PROs
ü Personal study calendar where each student will find all assigned courses, quizzes
and deadlines (Eliademy calendar can be Synchronized with iCal, Google and
Outlook);
ü News feed and e-mail notification system on all important class activities, just like in
a social network in order to personalize the learning schedule;
ü Eliademy cloud conversion will make any document available for free (no need for
MS office software);
ü Holistic overview of a student’s progress: Visualization of the learning process via
Anaytics (enrollment history, engagement with course content, task submission
progress and grade distribution for all courses);
ü Variety of grading tools: get info for class performance;
ü Possibility to bookmark content;
ü Discussion board & Thematic chats: (instant communication) instructors can create
thematic forums, in addition to General discussion board;
ü Supports interoperability;
ü Possibility to create a social profile (FB, LinkedIn, Google+) and build friendships
with other peers.
CONs
ü Lack of multiple level assessment/gamification system (pre-test, peer to peer,
learner teacher, group to group, by open community, no badges, kudos or karma
etc.)
ü Lack of video transcription or interactive video collaborative game based learning
activities;
ü No clear info about intellectual copyrights;
ü No user generated content and production of OERs from the users’ part.
ü Lack of use of OERs
ü Lack of rich authentic content
ü No communication with native speakers
ü Lack of group activities

V. Conclusions and next steps
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This report presents the research that has been conducted within the LangMOOC project
with the overall aim to explore, classify and evaluate the available MOOLC
initiatives/platforms worldwide and based on these findings to propose an efficient
“MOOLC solution” that could be implemented individually by language teachers or by
non-academic institutions such as private language and training schools.
One of the major findings of this research is that there is a big increase of MOOLC
initiatives during 2015 comparing to the first research findings (Perifanou & Economides,
2014) from 16 to 29 in total. Furthermore, the number of all MOOC platforms has been
doubled and in the end of 2015 we have identified 67 MOOC platforms.
Another important research finding is that there is not one ideal MOOLC platform that can
offer a successful “Massive Open Online Interactive Language Learning Environment”.
Most of the evaluated MOOLCs are following the traditional model of xMOOCs that is
based on a cognitive behavioral pedagogical model but there are also few examples that
embrace the cMOOC model (Instreamia, Mixxer, OpenLearning etc.) What we have also
identified is a variety of positive functionalities that each MOOC platform can offer as well
as teachers with great ideas who are able to make the best use of all these functionalities.
There is also a short list of open source MOOC platforms that could be really useful for
Massive Open Online Language Learning courses as they allow you to add the
functionalities that you want. Another suggestion is the “cloud based MOOC platforms”
that are very user friendly and ideal for educators who wish to create individually their
language courses even if they lack advanced tech skills.
The readers of this report can check also the evaluation of the 6 representative MOOLC
initiatives in order to get inspired for the design and creation of Massive Open Online
Language Courses. The need for efficient open and interactive language learning
environments is big and our recommendation to language teachers and to private
educational companies is to collaborate with online learning designers in order to find a
promising MOOLC platform that could support a) cMOOCs pedagogy oriented actions
(like open sharing and peer to-peer teaching, promotion of connectivity, user generated and
support, with variety of interesting and motivating activities instead of curriculum,
autonomous, peer to peer, learner-teacher and open assessment, and more) and b) a feasible
business model in case they want to have a profit from their courses. Exploring the positive
features of each evaluated MOOLC platform in this report could be really inspiring.
Another finding that needs to be mentioned is that despite the widespread adoption of
mobile devices not all MOOC platforms are interoperable. Language teachers’ new role,
time/implementation costs for educators, creation of OERs, creation of group activities,
empowerment of authentic communication with native speakers, creation of playful and
enjoyable activities, personalized language learning as well as multi-level assessment and
accreditation still remain important issues in most of the evaluated MOOLCs initiatives and
that means that they should be considered carefully by all MOOLC teachers/designers.
Based on the findings and recommendations of the two reports conducted within the
LangMOOC project so far the next step is the creation of a) the LangMOOC platform, b)
OERs in 5 languages, c) 5 MOOLC pilots and d) a useful MOOLC toolkit.
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We hope that the LangMOOC project will open the way for the design and creation of
successful Massive Open Online Language Courses and will facilitate the work of
Language teachers and Language and Training institutions across Europe.
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IX. Appendix: MOILLE Evaluation Forms
1. EDX
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME
DIMENSIONS

1

EdX (USA)
HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

CONTENT
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Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content
Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.
2

X

X
X

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation

X

X

X

X
X

Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors
3

X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, group to
group, open, automated)
Final Assessment
Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

X

X
X
X
COMMUNITY
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Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third party tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness
5

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
of OERs
Interoperability with
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
Multi level assessment/
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges, karma,
Analytics etc.)?

6

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

FINANCIAL ISSUES
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Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

2. OPENLEARNING
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME

OPENLEARNING (AUSTRALIA)

DIMENSIONS

1

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content
Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.

2
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)

X

X
X

PEDAGOGY
X
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Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation
Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors
3

X

X

X
X

X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, open,
automated)
Final Assessment
Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

COMMUNITY
Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third part tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness

5

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
X
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
X
of OERs

50

LangMOOCs –Intellectual Output 2 – Research report on the current state of Language
Learning MOOCs worldwide: Exploration, Classification and Evaluation.

Interoperability with
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
Multi level assessment/
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges,
karma, Analytics etc.)?
6

X
X
X

X

X

FINANCIAL ISSUES
Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

3. INSTREAMIA
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME

INSTREAMIA, USA
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DIMENSIONS

1

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content
Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.

2

X

X
X

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation

X

X

X

X

Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors
3

X
X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, open,
automated)
Final Assessment

X

X
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Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

COMMUNITY
Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third part tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness

5

X

X

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
X
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
X
of OERs
Interoperability with
X
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
X
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
X
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
X
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
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Multi level assessment/
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges,
karma, Analytics etc.)?
6

X

FINANCIAL ISSUES
Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

No
fees
for
accre
ditati
on,
free
to
use/
creat
ea
cour
se

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

4. THE MIXXER
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME
DIMENSIONS

1

The Mixxer, USA
HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content

X

X
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Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.
2

X

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation
Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors

3

X

X

X

X
X
X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, open,
automated)
Final Assessment
Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

X

X
X
X
COMMUNITY

Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third part tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness

X
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5

6

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
X
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
X
of OERs
Interoperability with
X
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
X
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
X
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
X
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
Multi level assessment/
X
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges,
karma, Analytics etc.)?
FINANCIAL ISSUES
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Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

No
accre
ditati
on
beca
use
the
cour
se
neve
r
ends,
free
to
enrol
l in
cour
se or
find
a
nativ
e
peer
/fin
da
part
ner
class

5. UNED COMA
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME

UNED COMA (Spain)
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DIMENSIONS

1

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content
Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.

2

X

X
X

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation
Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors

3

X

X

X

X
X
X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, open,
automated)
Final Assessment

X

X
58

LangMOOCs –Intellectual Output 2 – Research report on the current state of Language
Learning MOOCs worldwide: Exploration, Classification and Evaluation.

Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

X
COMMUNITY

Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third part tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness
5

X

X

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
X
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
X
of OERs
Interoperability with
X
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
X
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
X
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
X
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
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Multi level assessment/
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges,
karma, Analytics etc.)?
6

X

FINANCIAL ISSUES
Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

No
char
ges
for
Certi
ficati
on
or
for
using
the
open
moo
c.org
soft
ware

NONE

CO
MM
EN
TS

6. ELIADEMY
EVALUATION OF MOOLC PLATFORMS
NAME

ELIADEMY, FINLAND

DIMENSIONS

1

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

CONTENT
Authentic educational
resources & OERs
integration/production
(generate content)
Multimedia & textual
content

X

X
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Variety of activities
(individual, group,
networked etc.) with clear
goals that promote all
basic language skills
support cultural
awareness.
2

X

PEDAGOGY
Communication (peerpeer, student-teacher,
group to group, open
community-natives)
Collaboration (CL)
(group projects, forum
etc.)/Collective
intelligence
Autonomy
(Autonomous/ Self
Paced/SL
Learning/Reflection)
Engagement-motivation

X

X

X

X

Playful/Game based
learning
Number of instructors
3

X
X
ASSESSMENT

Ongoing Assessment/
Feedback (peer-peer,
student-teacher, open,
automated)
Final Assessment
Feedback (comments,
reviews)/Award system
(Karma, badges)
Evidence-Based
improvement (data
mining, Analytics)
4

X

X
X
X
COMMUNITY

Social Community
building features (Social
Media, third part tools
integration & other tech
tools, Forums, My
personal network) that
can ensure Massiveness &
Openness

X
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5

6

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Asynchronous (private
X
messaging, email
etc.)/Synchronous (chat,
video conference
etc.)/SM-SN integration
(blog, wiki, etc.)
Integration/production
X
of OERs
Interoperability with
X
other devices (tablets,
mobiles etc.)
Performance of the
X
platform with massive
number of participants
Security (identification
X
system, intellectual
copyrights, payment
system for extra services
etc.)
Usability/Personal
X
Dashboard
(bookmarking, notes,
friends, messages, my SM,
my content, my grades
etc.)
Multi level assessment/
X
award system (peer to
peer, automated self
evaluation, badges,
karma, Analytics etc.)?
FINANCIAL ISSUES
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Costs for platform’s
development,
implementation &
maintenance.
Charges for
Certification/
Accreditation or extra
services/Successful
business plan

X

Free
to
use
the
platf
orm
to
learn
or
creat
ea
cour
se.
Char
ges
only
for
teach
ers
who
don't
offer
free
cour
ses.
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Project Partners

Website: http://www.langmooc.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/langmoocs
Twitter: https://twitter.com/LangMOOC
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